Scope of Teacher Education :

The scope of teacher education can be understood in the following
ways;

e Teacher education at different levels of education

e Triangular basis of teacher education

e Aspects of teacher education

Teacher Education at different levels of Education : Teacher
education reaches teachers at all levels of education, namely Pre-
primary, Primary, Elementary, Secondary, Higher Secondary and the
Tertiary. The needs and requirements of students and education vary
at each level. Hence level and stage-specific teacher preparation is
essential. Teacher education also helps in the development of
teaching skills in teachers of professional institutions. The teachers
in professional institutions have only the theoretical and practical
knowledge of their respective subjects. They require specialized
teacher training inputs to deal with students entering their
professions. Teacher education also reaches special education and
physical education. Thus where there are teachers, there would be
teacher education.

The knowledge base is adequately specialized and diversified
across stages, in order to develop effective processes of preparing
entrant teachers for the functions which a teacher is expected to
perform at each stage.
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Triangular Basis of Teacher education : Construction of the
relevant knowledge base for each stage of education requires a high
degree of academic and intellectual understanding of matter related
to teacher education at each stage. This involves selection of
theoretical knowledge from disciplines cognate to education,
namely, psychology, sociology and philosophy, and converting it
into forms suitable for teacher education. Teacher education derives
its content from the disciplines of Philosophy, Sociology and
Psychology. These disciplines provide the base for better
understanding and application of Teacher education. The
Philosophical basis provides insights to the student teachers about
the implications of- the various schools of philosophy, ancient and
modern  philosophical thoughts. educational thoughts of
philosophical thinkers on education and its various aspects such as
curriculum construction and discipline. The Sociological basis helps
the student teachers to understand the role of society and its
dynamics in the educational system of a nation and the world at
large. It encompasses the ideals that influence national and
international scenes. The Psychological basis helps the student
teachers develop insights iflGSHid ps) chological make-up. This
enables the student teack and their self, their students
and the learning situatic they are able to provide

meaningful and relevant learning experiences to their students.




Aspects of Teacher Education : Teacher education is concerned
with the aspects such as, who (Teacher Educator), whom (Student
teacher), what (Content) and how (Teaching Strategy). Teacher
education is dependent upon the quality of teacher educators. The
quality of pedagogical inputs in teacher education programmes and
their effective utilization for the purpose of preparing prospective
teachers depend largely on the professional competence of teacher
educators and the ways in which it is utilized for strengthening the
teacher education programme. Teacher education, thus, first deals
with the preparation of effective teacher educators.

Teacher education reaches out to the student teachers by
providing the relevant knowledge, attitude and skills to function
effectively in their teaching profession. It serves to equip the student
teachers with the conceptual and theoretical framework within which
they can understand the intricacies of the profession. It aims at
creating the necessary attitude in student teachers towards the
stakeholders of the profession, so that they approach the challenges
posed by the environment in a very positive manner. It empowers
the student teachers with the skills (teaching and soft skills) that
would enable them to carry on the functions in the most efficient and




Objectives :
Vision of teacher education :

Teacher education has to become more sensitive to the
emerging demands from the school system. For this, it has to prepare
teachers for a dual role of;

e Encouraging, supportive and humane facilitator in teaching
learning situations who enables learners (students) to discover
their talents, to realize their physical and intellectual
potentialities to the fullest, to develop character and desirable
social and human values to function as responsible citizens; and,

e An active member of the group of persons who make conscious
effort to contribute towards the process of renewal of school
curriculum to maintain its relevance to the changing societal
needs and personal needs of learners, keeping in view the
experiences gained in the past and the concerns and imperatives
that have emerged in the light of changing national development
goals and educational priorities.

These expectations suggest that teacher operates in a larger
context and its dynamics as well as concerns impinge upon her
functioning. That is to say, teacher has to be responsive and sensitive
to the social contexts of education, the various disparities in the
background of learners as well as in the macro national and global
contexts, national concerns for achieving the goals of equity, parity,
social justice as also excellence.

To be able to realize such expectations, TE has to comprise such
features as would enable the student teachers to

e Care for children, and who love to be with them;

e Understand children within social, cultural and political contexts;

e View learning as a search for meaning out of personal
experience;

e Understand the way learning occurs, possible ways of creating
conductive conditions for learning, differences among students in
respect of the kind, pace and styles of learning.
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e View knowledge generation as a continuously evolving process
of reflective learning.

e Be receptive and constantly learning.

e View learning as a search for meaning out of personal
experience, and knowledge generation as a continuously
evolving process of reflective learning.

e View knowledge not as an external reality embedded in
textbooks, but as constructed in the shared context of teaching-
learning and personal experience.

e Own responsibility towards society, and work to build a better
world.

e Appreciate the potential of productive work and hands-on
experience as a pedagogic medium both inside and outside the
classroom.




The objectives of teacher education would therefore be to,

Provide opportunities to observe and engage with children,
communicate with and relate to children

Provide opportunities for self-learning, reflection, assimilation
and articulation of new ideas; developing capacities for self
directed learning and the ability to think, be self-critical and to
work in groups.

Provide opportunities for understanding self and others
(including one’s beliefs, assumptions and emotions); developing
the ability for self analysis, self-evaluation, adaptability,
flexibility, creativity and innovation.

Provide opportunities to enhance understanding, knowledge and
examine disciplinary knowledge and social realities, relate
subject matter with the social milieu and develop critical
thinking.

Provide opportunities to develop professional skills in pedagogy,
observation, documentation, analysis, drama, craft, story-telling
and reflective inquiry.
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